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Open 11 AM - 10 pM everydAy

1012 e 23rd
Suite 300
Columbus,
Ne 68601

402.562.7455

1012 e 23rd
Suite 300
Columbus,
Ne 68601

402.562.7455

OUr pASSIOn FOr THe
FLAvOrS OF MeXICO

vOTed BeST AUTHenTIC MeXICAn FOOd,
BeST MeXICAn FAST FOOd,

And BeST FAMILy dInInG reSTAUrAnT 2019!

Voted Best of Columbus 2019

Columbus
Physical Therapy
3211 25th Street

Columbus, NE 68601
402-564-5456

Humphrey
Physical Therapy
207 Main Street

Humphrey, NE 68642
402-923-1011

Northeast Nebraska
Physical Therapy

710 S. 13th Street, #500
Norfolk, NE 68701
402-371-8278

Call 402-564-5456
to schedule a free consultation.

Physical Therapist Business
Community Oriented Business

Customer Service
Receptionist

Columbus Physical Therapy, P.C.
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Say hello to
Columbus’
only full
service hotel.

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

Book your stay at RAMADA.COM

Ramada Columbus and River’s Edge Convention Center
265 33rd Avenue, Columbus, NE 68601 | 402.564.1492 | riversedgecolumbus.com

• More than 20,000 sq. ft. of meeting/banquet facilities

• Bistro on the Loup restaurant on-site

• Discovery Island indoor swimming pools

• Complimentary hot breakfast buffet

• Customized event services

• State-of-the-art sound system

• Complimentary weekday evening guest reception

2504 14th Street,Columbus

402-564-7116
www.columbusne.us/library

Find Us on Facebook

PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES
FOR ALL AGES

Visit your library and check out all the
Resources and Technology services we provide!

Children • Teens • AdulTs
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The 2019 Columbus/Platte County Visitors Guide 
as an annual publication of the Columbus/Platte 

County Convention & Visitors Bureau. Information 
is subject to change without notice. We regret any 

omission or errors.

Columbus/Platte Co. Convention & Visitors Bureau 
753 33rd Ave., Columbus, NE 68601, 402-564-2769, 

www.visitcolumbusne.com

It was designed by Lee Enterprises and published by 
The Columbus Telegram, 1254-27th Ave., Columbus, 

NE 68601 1-800-279-1123

  Columbus is known as the most 
industrialized city per capita in the State 
of Nebraska.

  Columbus/Duncan is home 
to Dorothy Lynch salad dressing — 
pleasing salad lovers all over the U.S.

  The Lincoln Memorial Highway (US 
Hwy 30, New York to San Francisco) and 
the Pan American Highway (US Highway 
81, Winnipeg to Galveston) were built 
through Platte County in the early 1900’s 
and cross paths in Columbus.

  Columbus was honored to be one 
of the fi rst 2 cities in the United States 
to receive steel from the New York Twin 
Towers. The steel is displayed at the 
Andrew Jackson Higgins Memorial in 
Pawnee Park.

  Columbus is home to three public 
power districts: Nebraska Public Power, 
Loup Public Power & Cornhusker Public 
Power. Hence “the City of Power & 
Progress.”

  Bu� alo Bill practiced his “Wild 
West Show” in Columbus before taking 
it on the circuit.

  Glur’s Tavern in Columbus is the 
oldest continuous operating tavern west 
of the Missouri River.

  Tarnov, Platte County, was bombed 
on August 16, 1943, during a practice run 
during World War II.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS

FUN FACTS

INSIDE
6 | HISTORY 
OF COLUMBUS
A Business venture develops into 
an industrialized community.

7-10 | CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
Young and old, events throughout 
the year are enjoyed by all.

11 | ANDREW JACKSON 
HIGGINS MEMORIAL
History of Columbus man who invented 
the LCVP used in WWII.

12 | PAWNEE PLUNGE 
WATER PARK
Slides, water toys, sand piles – fun 
for the whole family

13-14 | RECREATION
Lakes, golf courses, parks and more.

16-17 | FOOD & DRINK
From Steaks to Mexican Food, we 
have a place for you.

19-26 | FAMILY FUN
Unique recreational opportunities 
for the entire family

20-21 | CITY MAP
A piece of history lies within the walls of 
these places.

27-29 | PLACES TO SEE
A piece of history lies within the 
walls of these places.

30 | TRANSPORTATION
By air or road, we have your 
transportation needs covered!

34 | HOTELS & 
CAMPGROUNDS
Plenty of great accommodations to rest 
your head.

35-36 | LINCOLN 
HIGHWAY FEATURES

37 | CHURCH DIRECTORY
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Welcome to Columbus, Nebraska, and Platte 
County area! We invite you to “explore” all that 
Columbus and the area has to o� er. Explore 
our bike/walk trails; Lake North; three types 

of golf: Foot, disc and regular course golf; fi shing and many 
more outdoor activities. Experience our great local dining and 
unique downtown boutiques and shops. Plus we have historical 
attractions that will help you explore our rich history and allow 
you to get a sense of who we are and where our roots came from.

Pack up the family for a summer “weekend getaway”! Splash, fl oat, swim and 
slide at the Pawnee Plunge Water Park and check out the exotic animals at the 
Horn T Zoo in Monroe. Like puzzles? Then try your luck at the  “Escape Rooms” 
in downtown Columbus. And don’t forget to savor a “famous Glur’s burger” 
before retiring for the night at one of our great hotels.

Consider this your invitation to visit during Duncan’s Ribfest or Lindsay’s Pivot 
Days in June or the Annual Columbus Days Celebration in August. Check out the 
calendar of events to see what other events might fi t your fancy and come join us!

We invite you to visit, stay and experience our “Something Good”. It’s a place 
we are proud to call home!

EXPLORECOLUMBUS

Back Row: Jody Dyrkopp, Kathy Dreesen, Don Dreesen,
Violet Trujillo, Jasper Owens, Neil Carnes,

Trent Stempek, Darlene Cepel, Rita Bauer, Don Geu.

Middle Row: Jacklyn Wiese, Erin Nahorny,
Deb Tiemeyer

Front Row: Lisa Saenz, Mickee Neely,
Renee Mueller, Shalynn Spitz

402-563-4663
ColumbusPremierRealEstate.com
4471 41st Ave., Suite 202

Now offeriNg
ProPerty MaNageMeNt



Early in 1856, several men 
living in Columbus, 
Ohio, dreamed of a bold 
business venture: the 

establishment of a town along the 
route of the proposed transcon-
tinental railway. By March they 
had formed the “Columbus Town 
Company.” Believing the logical 
choice for a railroad would be in 
the wide, fl at Platte Valley that 
stretched from the Missouri to the 
mountains, they chose to locate 
their town at the confl uence of the 
Loup and Platte rivers in the Ne-
braska Territory.

Eleven of the 13 men were of German 
descent, one was Swiss, and one was 
Irish. They ranged in age from 22 to 42. 
They traveled by ox team 80 miles west 
from Omaha arriving at the Columbus 
Settlement site on May 29, 1856. Using 
trees from along the Loup, they built a log 
cabin with a thatched roof. This served as 
a home for the colony until other houses 
could be built. 

When more pioneers arrived in the new 
town, a sawmill, grist mill, and a brewery 
sprang up. The well-established village was 
an easy choice for county seat when the 
area north of the Platte was reorganized.

The “choice location” not only placed 
Columbus on the main line of the Union 
Pacifi c Railroad, but later as a hub for 
branch lines such as the Atchison & Ne-
braska from Lincoln, and the Omaha, Nio-
brara and Black Hills to Norfolk.

Bu� alo Bill was a frequent visitor to Co-
lumbus, being a good friend of the North 
Brothers. The North Brothers were known 
for beginning and overseeing the group of 
native Americans known as the Pawnee 
Scouts. The Scouts were renowned for the 
assistance they provided the U.S. gov-
ernment during its westward expansion. 
Bu� alo Bill so enjoyed Columbus that it 

was the site for the fi rst full dress 
rehearsal of Bu� alo Bill’s Wild West 
Show. The wild west extravaganza 
formally opened in Omaha a couple 
days later.

With the adoption of the auto-
mobile as the preferred method of 
transportation, the cry “take Ne-

braska out of the mud” resulted in paving 
the old Mormon Trail/Lincoln Highway 
(U.S. 30) and the Meridian Highway (U.S. 
81) making Columbus the “crossroads of 
the nation.” Bridges over the rivers were 
improved and a viaduct was built across 
the busy U.P. tracks.

By 1910 Columbus had a population of 
5,000, a sizeable number of inhabitants 
for those days. It was a strong commercial 
point for goods going west. The town’s 
next big growth spurt came in the mid 
part of the century when the Columbus 
economy became three pronged: industry, 
agriculture and electricity. 

Adapted from Irene O’Brien’s article for the Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce

OF COLUMBUS

was the site for the fi rst full dress 
rehearsal of Bu� alo Bill’s Wild West 
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This is a partial listing of events held in the Columbus area. For a complete list visit www.visitcolumbusne.com. All dates subject to change.

  JANUARY
JANUARY 9—12
PLATTE VALLEY PLAYHOUSE
“MAKING A KILLING”
CCC – Columbus Campus Theatre
Thur. – Sat. 8 pm
Sun. 2 pm
402-564-STAR

JANUARY 24 – 26
PLATTE VALLEY ARCHERS 
INDOOR ARCHERY 
TOURNAMENT
Ag Park
402-563-4292

 FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY 1
RACER’S WINTER SWAP MEET
Ag Park
8 am – 3 pm
402-276-0322

FEBRUARY 8—9
HEARTLAND GYMNASTICS 
INVITATIONAL
CCC – Columbus Campus Gym
Fri. 6 pm – 10 pm
Sat. 8 am – 9 pm
Sun. 9 am – 6 pm
402-564-4853

FEBRUARY 8 – 9
COLUMBUS RIFLE CLUB 
GUN SHOW
Ag Park
Sat. 9 am – 5 pm
Sun. 9 am – 4 pm
402-564-4572

FEBRUARY 21—23
COLUMBUS HOME
 BUILDERS SHOW
Ag Park
Fri. 5 pm – 9 pm
Sat. 10 am – 6 pm
Sun. 12 pm – 4 pm
402-910-4142

 MARCH
MARCH 7—8
SPRING FLING CREATIVE 
CRAFTERS CRAFT SHOW
30 Center Mall
Sat. 9 am – 5 pm
Sun. 10 am – 4 pm
402-564-1845

MARCH 19—22
PLATTE VALLEY PLAYHOUSE
“CLUE ON STAGE”
CCC – Columbus Campus Theatre
Thur. – Sat. 8 pm
Sun. 2 pm
402-564-STAR

MARCH 30
COLUMBUS FRIENDS 
OF MUSIC –
“SULTANS OF STRING”
Nantkes Performing Arts Center
7 pm
402-270-2255

 APRIL
APRIL 4
DBA EASTER EGG HUNT
Frankfort Square
1 pm

APRIL 9
SALAD LUNCHEON
St. Luke’s United Church
11 am – 1 pm
402-564-3407

APRIL 16
STOCK CAR RACING
US 30 Speedway
8 pm
402-910-1632

APRIL 17
COLUMBUS FRIENDS OF MUSIC 
– “BALL IN THE HOUSE”
Nantkes Performing Arts Center
7 pm
402-270-2255

OF EVENTS

EXPLORECOLUMBUS // CALENDAROFEVENTS  
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APRIL 18
SCOTUS GALA
Scotus Central Catholic High 
School
5 pm
402-564-7165

APRIL 23
STOCK CAR RACING
US 30 Speedway
8 pm
402-910-1632

APRIL 29
COLUMBUS FRIENDS OF 
MUSIC – “PRESIDIO BRASS”
Columbus High Concert Hall
7 pm
402-270-2255

 MAY
FARMER’S MARKET
Frankfort Square
Every Saturday
7:30 am—12 pm

STOCK CAR RACING
US 30 Speedway
Every Thursday, 8 pm
402-910-1632

MAY 2—3
COLUMBUS MARINERS 
YOUTH BASEBALL 
TOURNAMENT
Gerrard & Bradshaw Park
402-276-1698

MAY 9—10
COLUMBUS MARINERS 
YOUTH BASEBALL 
TOURNAMENT
Gerrard & Bradshaw Park
402-276-1698

MAY 22—23
46TH MIDWEST STREET  
ROD RUN & CAR SHOW
Pawnee Park
www.msranebraska.com
402-270-3091

 JUNE
FARMER’S MARKET
Frankfort Square
Every Saturday
7:30 am—12 pm

STOCK CAR RACING
US 30 Speedway
Every Thursday, 8 pm
402-910-1632

JUNE 11
LAWNCHAIRS ON  
THE SQUARE
Frankfort Square
7 pm

JUNE 13 – 14
ANTIQUE TRACTOR,  
GAS ENGINE &  
FLEA MARKET SHOW
Pawnee Park
Sat. 8 am – dusk
Sun. 9 am—5 pm
402-564-3669

JUNE 18
LAWNCHAIRS ON  
THE SQUARE
Frankfort Square
7 pm

JUNE 25
LAWNCHAIRS ON  
THE SQUARE
Frankfort Square
7 pm

JUNE 26 – 27
PIVOT DAYS
Lindsay, NE
Fri. 5 pm – 1 am
Sat. 7 am – 1 am
402-920-0661
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Fall in Pawnee Park
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JUNE 27 – 28
DUNCAN RIBFEST
Main Street Duncan
Sat. 3 pm – 12 am
Sun. 11 am – 4 pm
402-897-3165

 JULY
FARMER’S MARKET
Frankfort Square
Every Saturday
7:30 am—12 pm

STOCK CAR RACING
US 30 Speedway
Every Thursday, 8 pm
402-910-1632

LAWNCHAIRS ON THE 
SQUARE
Frankfort Square
Every Thursday, 7 pm

JULY 3
“RED, WHITE, KABOOM” 
FIREWORKS SHOW
Ag Park
Dusk
402-564-2769

JULY 4
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION
Platte Center
9 am – 6 pm
pcvillage1@eaglecom.net

JULY 8 – 12
PLATTE COUNTY FAIR
Ag Park
402-564-0133

JULY 17
25TH ANNUAL  
JUNIOR RUN
Pawnee Park
7:30 pm
402-276-1162

JULY 18
35TH ANNUAL  
DOWNTOWN RUNAROUND
Downtown Columbus
8 am
402-276-1162

JULY 18
CITYWIDE SIDEWALK SALES
402-564-2769
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FOLLOW US century21realtyteam.com

HEY THERE,
WHAT’S YOUR SIGN?
HERE’S OURS...

2626 23rd Street
Columbus

SOLD

402.564.1333
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 AUGUST
FARMER’S MARKET
Frankfort Square
Every Saturday
7:30 am—12 pm

STOCK CAR RACING
US 30 Speedway
Every Thursday, 8 pm
402-910-1632

AUGUST 6
LAWNCHAIRS ON  
THE SQUARE
Frankfort Square
7 pm

AUGUST 13
LAWNCHAIRS ON  
THE SQUARE
Frankfort Square
7 pm

AUGUST 13 – 16
CALICO QUILT  
GUILD QUILT SHOW
Columbus Art Gallery
Thurs. 10 am – 8:30 pm
Fri. & Sat. 10 am – 4:30 pm
Sun. 1:30 pm – 4 pm

AUGUST 14
LAZY RIVER DUCK RUN
Pawnee Plunge
6 pm
402-564-5661

AUGUST 14
FLOW RIDER COMPETITION
Pawnee Plunge
6 pm
402-563-3222

AUGUST 14 – 15
COLUMBUS  
BARBECUE CLASSIC
14th St. & 26th Ave.
Fri. 5 pm – 11:30 pm
Sat. 11 am – 11 pm
402-564-2769

AUGUST 14 – 16
COLUMBUS DAYS
Downtown Columbus
www.columbusdays.com
402-564-2769

AUGUST 15
PLATTE VALLEY MUSTANG 
CLUB ALL FORD SHOW
Downtown Columbus
12 pm – 4 pm
402-564-2024

 SEPTEMBER
FARMER’S MARKET
Frankfort Square
Every Saturday
7:30 am—12 pm

STOCK CAR RACING
US 30 Speedway
Every Thursday, 8 pm
402-910-1632

 OCTOBER
FARMER’S MARKET
Frankfort Square
Every Saturday
7:30 am—12 pm

OCTOBER 29
DOWNTOWN  
TRICK OR TREAT
Downtown Columbus
4 pm – 6 pm
402-910-6604

 NOVEMBER
NOVEMBER 5
FALL MARKET
St. Luke’s United Church
11 am – 7 pm
402-564-3407

NOVEMBER 8
BIG PALS – LITTLE PALS 
BOWL-A-THON
Westbrook Lanes
12 pm – 4 pm
402-910-8334

NOVEMBER 19
HOLIDAY TREE  
LIGHTING
Frankfort Square
6 pm
402-910-6604

NOVEMBER 19 – 22
FESTIVAL OF TREES
Columbus Art Gallery
Thurs. 12 pm – 8 pm
Fri. & Sat. 12 pm – 4 pm
Sun. 1:30 pm – 4 pm
402-563-1803

NOVEMBER 28—29
TURKEY FEST CREATIVE 
CRAFTERS CRAFT SHOW
30 Center Mall
Sat. 9 am – 5 pm
Sun. 10 am – 4 pm
402-564-1845

NOVEMBER 28
SANTA’S ARRIVAL
Frankfort Square
1 pm

 DECEMBER
DECEMBER 5
SCOTUS CHRISTMAS CRAFT  
& GIFT BOUTIQUE
Scotus Central Catholic High 
School
9 am – 3 pm
402-564-7165

DECEMBER 12—13
CHRISTMAS RUSH CREATIVE 
CRAFTERS CRAFT SHOW
30 Center Mall
Sat. 9 am – 5 pm
Sun. 10 am – 4 pm
402-564-1845

This list is subject to change.  
For a complete event schedule 
visit www.visitcolumbusne.com.
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Lake Babcock Trail

402-564-9477

www.columbusy.org



Andrew Jackson Higgins was born in Columbus, Nebraska.  
Andrew’s father John came to Columbus in 1870 to spend 
a couple days interviewing famous Indian scout Major 
Frank North. John was so taken by the town that he con-

vinced his wife Annie to give up their dream of California and settle in 
Columbus, where Andrew was born in 1886.

Higgins’ experience with the shallow rivers in the Columbus area 
gave him a vision for a shallow-draft boat that changed the course of 
history. Founder and President of Higgins Industries in New Orleans, 
Higgins rose to international prominence during World War II for his 
design and mass production of “Higgins Boats.” 

These craft gave the military the ability to transport 
men and equipment safely to beaches during amphibious 
landings in the war. General Dwight Eisenhower called 
Higgins “the man who won the war for us...if Higgins 
had not designed and built those LCVP’s, we never could 
have landed over an open beach. The whole strategy of 
the war would have been di� erent.” Higgins Industries 
produced 20,094 boats during WWII.

“Andrew Higgins…” …Eisenhower said… “is the 
man who won the war for us.” “…If Higgins had 
not designed and built those LCVP’s, we never 

could have landed over an open beach. The whole 
strategy of the war would have been different.”

ANDREW JACKSON 
HIGGINS MEMORIAL

West Pawnee Park
www.andrewjacksonhigginsmemorialfoundation.org

The Higgins Memorial began as a class research project for 
several Columbus High School classes. They became so 
taken with the story of Higgins that a research project be-
came a community memorial. The memorial includes a full-
size replica of the famous Higgins Boat and bronze soldiers 
running from the boat depicting a soldier from each of the 
three wars in which Higgins Boats served. Around the boat 
are sand samples from landing beaches across the globe 
where Higgins Boats carried soldiers ashore.

A large bronze eagle sits atop a steel sculpture made from 
steel taken from the fallen World Trade Center towers. This 
honors those who lost their lives on 9/11 and those who con-
tinue to fi ght against terrorism. Added in 2012, two bronze 
soldiers honoring members of the U.S. Armed Forces Re-
serve, National Guard and other Americans who serve in the 
fi ght against terrorism. All sculptures at the memorial were 
created by internationally renowned artist Fred Hoppe. 

The Andrew Jackson Higgins Memorial stands as a 
tribute to a Columbus native son who changed history...to 
veterans of all eras who have served and sacrifi ced...to the 
ongoing fi ght against the evil of terrorism...and also to the 
power of engaged young people to impact their community.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS
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PAWNEE PLUNGE WATER PARKPAWNEE PLUNGE WATER PARK
560 - 33rd Avenue (Hwy 30 & 81 South)
402-562-4269 (Open Mid-May to Mid-August)

 T
he Pawnee Plunge Water 
Park is here to delight both 
young and old alike.The 
water park features a full-day 
of fun for the entire family. The 

6-lane swimming pool is a great place for lap 
swimmers or to cool o�  while swimming and 
playing with friends. Whether you’re a toddler 
wanting to spend time in the Splash Pad area, a 
youngster taking an adventure on the Interactive 
Ship play structure or anyone trying to master the 
slippery Sea Animal Walk or simply relaxing on the Lazy River, 
there is something for everyone at Pawnee Plunge.

If you’re looking for adventure and thrills, look no more! The 
Pawnee Plunge is excited to be the first in Nebraska to bring you 
the adrenaline rush of the FlowRider. Flowboarding is the fastest 
growing board sport in the world. With a steep, thrilling learning 
curve, you too should go with the flow! Watching the thrills and 
spills can be just as fun as riding it yourself. So sit back with a 
treat from the concessions and enjoy a few laughs!

For more invigorating fun, you can try a flip or two o�  the diving 
board and 3-meter diving platform or try your luck at ascending 
the climbing wall before you drop into a sea of water. Take a heart 
racing ride alone or with a friend through the dark tunnel of the 
tube slide, free fall down the speed slide at an exhilarating rate, 
or go all out for a ride around the Splash Bowl before you plunge 
into the water below.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS
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CITY OF COLUMBUS PARKS
www.columbusne.us

PAWNEE PARK
South Highways 81 and 30

This park, known as “The Picnic Capital of Nebraska,” encompasses 
almost 153 acres adjoining the Loup River and Van Berg Golf Course.  
It o� ers a rose garden, 1904 Union pacifi c steam locomotive, bell 
tower, Andrew Jackson Higgins Memorial, Pawnee Plunge Water Park, 
a skate/bike facility designed for skateboards, in-line skates, and 
BMX freestyle bikes, family recreation playground areas, sand vol-
leyball courts, fi shing, 9 hole disc golf course, horseshoe pits, tennis 
courts, 2,000 seat stadium with a lighted football fi eld, an eight-lane 
all weather running track, one large picnic shelter for seating 850 
people, and one small shelter seating 250.  This park is also the home 
of American Legion and high school baseball programs.  

GERRARD PARK 
27th Street and 45th Avenue

 This 28-acre park features a six diamond softball/baseball complex 
with lights on six of the fi elds for late evening or night play, six tennis 
courts, playground and shelter area along with two rest rooms and 
concession stands.

CENTENNIAL PARK
5th Street and 8th Avenue

This 20-acre park located in southeast Columbus features three 
diamonds for baseball and softball, with lights,  two tennis courts, 
playground area, outdoor archery range, handball court, horseshoe 
courts, rest rooms and concession stand.

BRADSHAW PARK SOFTBALL COMPLEX
15th Street and 48th Avenue

This 18-acre softball/football complex features four softball/base-
ball diamonds (four with lights), two football fi elds (one regulation 
and one eight-man).  Youth and high school softball and midget foot-
ball leagues are scheduled here.

WILDERNESS PARK SOCCER COMPLEX
41st Street and 18th Avenue

This 42-acre park boasts a ten-fi eld regulation size soccer com-
plex along with rest rooms, concession stand, shelter and bleachers.  
American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO), club and high school 
soccer are played here.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS // RECREATION

The FlowRider at Pawnee Plunge Water Park

RECREATION



To make inquiries about Columbus parks, contact: 
Ron Dush, Park Supervisor ������������������������������������������������ 402-562-4271
Columbus City Offices ������������������������������������������������������� 402-562-4240
PO Box 1677
2424 14th Street
Columbus, NE 68602-1677

For picnic shelter reservations, contact: 
City Clerk’s Office ���������������������������������������������������������������402-562-4224

 � Airport Park ��������������������������������������� Bill Babka Drive & 18th Avenue
 � Air Vista Park �����������������������������������������������27th Street & 7th Avenue
 � Berne Square Park ������������������������������������� 6th Street & 26th Avenue
 � Buffalo Square Park ������������������������������������6th Street & 15th Avenue
 � Fountain Square Park ��������������������������������13th Street & 39th Avenue
 � Frankfort Square Park �������������������������������13th Street & 26th Avenue
 � Glur Park ��������������������������������������������������� 28th Street & 26th Avenue
 � Gruenther Park ����������������������� Gruenther Park Drive & Adamy Street
 � Hanover Park ��������������������������������������������� 14th Street & 16th Avenue
 � Sunset Park ������������������������������������������������ 38th Street & 41st Avenue

*You will also find 16 unsupervised playgrounds with swings, slides, 
merry-go-rounds, teeter-totters, jungle gyms, and small rocking 
horses�

LOUP POWER DISTRICT PARKS
www.loup.com/recreation/
To make inquiries about LPPD Parks ���� 402-562-5709 or 402-564-3171

LAKE NORTH PARK
A popular spot ideal for boating, water skiing, jet skiing, fishing, 

camping, swimming and picnicking� Located four miles north of 
Columbus, this 200-acre recreation area includes two boat ramps 
with two miles of beaches and the Two Lakes Trail trailhead, a 
2�5 mile concrete hike/bike path that connects to miles of natural 
surfaced trails along the canal system� 

LOUP PARK / LAKE BABCOCK
Four miles north of Columbus, this well developed, 40-acre wooded 

area includes camping, shelter, picnic areas, playground areas, and 
restrooms as well as outstanding wildlife habitat� The Bob Lake 
and Robert White Trails skirt Lake Babcock and connect to miles of 
natural and concrete surface hike/bike trails�

POWERHOUSE PARK
This four-acre park located 1�5 miles north of Highway 30 on 3rd 

Avenue adjacent to the Columbus Powerhouse features fishing, picnic 
grounds, camping, restrooms, and a playground�

TAILRACE PARK
This nine-acre area located three miles east and 1 mile south of 

Columbus is noted for exceptional fishing� It is located where the Loup 
Canal joins the Platte River�  It includes primitive camping and a picnic 
spot with outstanding scenic and wooded beauty�  The water has a 
very strong current here so swimming is not recommended� Entry via 
foot traffic only, no motor vehicle access�

MAPLE CREEK RECREATION AREA  ����������402-371-7313
A recreation area located along Highway 91 in Leigh  that has fifty 

50-amp RV camping sites and 10 primitive tent sites with a shower 
house & restrooms� Recreation includes a swimming beach, hiking, 
biking & horseback riding trails, picnic & playground equipment�   
The 160-acre lake has 2 boat ramps and is stocked with large-mouth 
bass, blue gill & channel catfish

LOUP RIVER AND PLATTE RIVER
Both rivers, located south of Columbus, offer fishing and canoeing�

CLIMATE
Platte County enjoys the four distinct seasons - spring, summer, fall 

and winter�

AVERAGE DAILY TEMPERATURES
 Low High

January 14 33

April 39 62

July 66 87

October 41 63

Average annual precipitation ��������������������������������������������������� 29 inches
Average growing season ���������������������������������������������������� 166 days long

Elevation: Columbus is 1,447 feet above sea level�

EXPLORECOLUMBUS // RECREATION

14    2020 Platte County Visitors Guide  www.visitcolumbusne.com

Lady Liberty in Pawnee Park



2020 Platte County Visitors Guide  www.visitcolumbusne.com  15 

Columbus Belltower

Loup RiverFrankfort Square - Memorial Day Flags



AMIGO’S
3111 23rd St. .......... 402-564-6252
309 E. 23rd St. .......402-563-2140

APPLE BARREL 
RESTAURANT  
(Inside Sapp Bros.)
517 E. 23rd St. .......402-564-8268 

APPLEBEE’S 
NEIGHBORHOOD  
GRILL & BAR
328 E. 23rd St. ........ 402-562-5123

ARBY’S
2521 23rd St. ...........402-563-4111

BO’S WEST BAR & GRILL
4300 W. 23rd St. ... 402-564-7734

BISTRO ON THE LOUP  
(Inside Ramada) 
265 33rd Ave. .........402-564-1492

BURGER KING
2204 23rd St. ........ 402-564-9143

BURRITO KING
2167 33rd Ave. ...... 402-564-9909

 CK GRILL & BAR
655 33rd Ave. S. ....402-563-4030

DAIRY QUEEN
665 33rd Ave.  ........402-564-7841

DAYLIGHT DONUT
1266 27th Ave. ........ 402-563-2011

DOMINO’S
2409 23rd St. ........ 402-562-5656

DOOZY’S
2610 23rd St. ........ 402-564-0005

DUSTERS/GOTTBERG  
BREW PUB
2804 13th St. ......... 402-564-8338

EL MATADOR CANTINA
2453 33rd Ave. ...... 402-564-8226

EL MEZCAL
1012 E. 23rd St. ......402-562-7455

EL TAPATIO
2721 13th St. ..........402-564-6645

ELKS’ COUNTRY CLUB
5113 63rd St............ 402-564-1451

EMPIRE EXPRESS
102 E. 24th St. ........402-562-1388

FAIR PARK GRILLE
822 15th St. ............ 402-562-7625

GLUR’S TAVERN
2301 11th St. .......... 402-564-8615

GODFATHER’S PIZZA
770 33rd Ave. .........402-564-8515

EXPLORECOLUMBUS

AND DRINK
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Where open skies
inspire open hearts.

COLUMBUS 210 E. 23rd St., 402.562.8936
2661 33rd Ave., 402.562.8935

Come Visit Us in
Downtown ColUmbUs

2714 13th Street • Columbus, NE
(402) 563-3915 •



COFFEE SHOPS
38TH STREET COFFEE
4115 38th St. ............................................................... 402-564-1105 

SCOOTER’S COFFEE
2117 23rd St. ................................................................ 402-835-5510

STARBUCKS (INSIDE HY-VEE)
3010 23rd St. ...............................................................402-563-4524 

THE BROKEN MUG
2200 28th Ave. ........................................................... 402-835-5504

FOOD&DRINK

GOLDEN DRAGON BUFFET
3015 23rd St. .........402-562-6666

GRANDMA’S KITCHEN
2402 13th St. ......... 402-564-2928

HUSKER STEAK HOUSE
1754 33rd Ave.........402-564-4121

HY-VEE DELI/ 
CHINA EXPRESS
3010 23rd St. ......... 402-563-4524

JIMMY JOHN’S
825 23rd St.. .......... 402-563-3300

KFC
1801 23rd St. .......... 402-564-3611

LAMPLIGHTER LOUNGE  
(Inside Westbrook Lanes)
3156 51st Ave. NW .......402-563-3000

LITTLE CAESAR’S PIZZA
2416 23rd St. .......... 402-562-2277

LONG JOHN SILVER’S/A&W
220 23rd St. ...........402-564-0770

MAXIMUS
329 23rd St. ........... 402-564-3636

MCDONALD’S
3210 23rd St. ........ 402-564-6600

OBORNY’S HUSKER BAR
2313 11th St. ..........402-606-4759

PAPA MURPHY’S
2029 23rd St. ........402-606-4877

PANDA EXPRESS
120 E. 23rd St. ....... 402-564-8292

PICKET FENCE CAFÉ
2714 13th St. ........... 402-563-3915

PIZZA HUT
2510 23rd St. ..........402-564-3322

PIZZA RANCH
2266 33rd Ave. ......402-564-2444

REEDER’S 11TH ST.  
GRUB & PUB
2501 11th St. ...........402-564-5767

REG’S 7 MILE 
STEAKHOUSE
105 B 41 Rd.  
(S Hwy 81) ............. 402-527-5490

RUNZA DRIVE INN
1944 33rd Ave. ....... 402-563-3767

SAHARA ZZA & GRILL
1819 Howard Blvd ...402-564-8022

SHADOWS
6767 Shadow  
Ridge Pl. ............... 402-563-4040

STACK & STEAK  
FAMILY RESTAURANT
3208 23rd St. .........402-563-2424

SUBWAY
3019 23rd St. ..........402-564-4113
2035 23rd St. ......... 402-564-2705
Walmart  
Supercenter .......... 402-562-6033

SUPER CHINA BUFFET
4306 23rd St. ......... 402-563-2777

TACO BELL
3408 23rd St. ........402-563-9300

TACO JOHN’S
3805 Howard Blvd. 402-564-1022

THE BROKEN MUG
2200 28th Ave ....... 402-835-5504

TOOLEY’S 
LUNCHEONETTE
2615 13th St. ......... 402-564-8446

VALENTINO’S PIZZA
3100 23rd St. ..........402-563-3542

WENDY’S
3018 23rd St. ..........402-564-2333

WHISKEY SANDS 
(Inside Ramada) 
265 33rd Ave ..........402-564-1492
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Free Hot Breakfast • Heated Indoor Pool & Hot Tub
Evening Reception (Mon-Thurs) With

Free Beer,Wine & Snacks
Free Wifi • Free Parking • Guest Laundry • Fitness Center

524 E 23rd Street, Columbus • (402) 564-2566
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Columbus Days Color Run



FISHING
COLUMBUS POWERHOUSE
A four-acre park located adjacent to the 
Columbus Powerhouse featuring fishing 
and a picnicking area.

KAPELS LAST RESORT ....... 402-270-2337

Avid fishermen as well as the amateur 
angler will enjoy these peaceful, rustic 
surroundings located north of Columbus.  
Fee fishing, with no license required in a 
lake stocked with trout, walleye, perch, 
catfish, bluegill, crappie, etc.  A lodge is 
available to rent for groups.

LAKE BABCOCK
Bullhead, carp, channel and flathead cat-
fish have been taken from Lake Babcock.

LOUP CANAL
Carp, channel and flathead catfish and 
drum.  Record-breaking catfish have been 
taken from the Loup Canal.  The silting 
basin west of Genoa and the Columbus 
Powerhouse are popular spots.

LOUP PARK
Located on the north and west shores 
of Lake Babcock just north of Columbus 
where fishing is excellent.

LAKE NORTH
Located four miles north of Columbus, 
Lake North offers two miles of beaches and 
two boat-launching ramps.  Carp, channel 
catfish, drum, crappie and walleye have 
been taken from Lake North.

PAWNEE PARK LAKE (EAST)
Stocked with catfish, crappie, bluegill  
and bass.

SOCK POND
Located just  southwest of Bradshaw Park 
the lake boasts a large number of game 
fish that include bass, bluegill, catfish  
and trout. Rowboats, canoes, sail boats, 
paddle boats & kayaks are permitted.  
Gas-powered motors prohibited.

SUNSET PARK
Stocked with catfish, crappie, bluegill  
and bass. Rowboats, canoes, sail boats, 
paddle boats & kayaks are permitted.  
Gas-powered motors prohibited.

TAILRACE PARK
This 9-acre park is located where the Loup 
Canal joins the Platte River, three miles 
east of Columbus and one mile south. It is 
noted for its exceptional fishing in season.

BINGO
AMERICAN LEGION
2263 - 3rd Avenue ......................... 402-562-8484

7:00 p.m. Wednesday

EAGLES CLUB
3205 12th Street ............................ 402-564-3361

7:00 p.m. Thursday

VFW CLUB POST 3704
2720 23rd Street ............................402-563-3704

1:30 p.m. Sunday (Except Easter)

BOWLING
BOULEVARD LANES
1819 Howard Blvd., Columbus .......402-564-8022

Boulevard Lanes features 12 lanes for league 
and open bowling as well as a complete pro 
shop. The facilities include the Sahara Lounge, 
sand volleyball, a large game room and KENO.

WESTBROOK LANES
3156 51st Avenue, Columbus ........ 402-563-3000

Westbrook Lanes features 16 lanes, with new 
computerized scorecards for league and open 
bowling, as well as a complete pro shop. The 
facilities include the Lamplighter Lounge with grill, 
a large game room, sand volleyball and KENO.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS FAMILY FUN
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• FULL KITCHEN In All Rooms!
• Extended Stay Rates Available
• Conference Room Available
• Complimentary Breakfast
• Smoke Free Facility

402-564-1266
www.daysinn.com

One of The Area’s
Top Rated Hotels

according to tripadvisor.com!

1716 East 23rd Street
HWY 30 East • Columbus, NE
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Area Points of Interest, Locations:
1. Andrew Jackson Higgins Memorial, West Pawnee Park
2. History of Columbus Mural, 13th and 26th Ave.
3. Quincentenary Bell Tower, West Pawnee Park
4. Glur’s Tavern, 2301 11th St.
5. Platte County Museum, 2916 16th Ave.
6. Evans House, 2204 14th St.
7. Loup Public Power House, North 3rd Ave.
8. Union Pacific Steam Locomotive West Pawnee Park

Golf:
9. Elks Country Club, 5113 63rd St.
10. Quail Run Golf Course, 327 S. 5th St.
11. Van Berg Park Golf Course, next to West Pawnee Park
12. Boulevard Greens Miniature Golf Course, 1819 Howard Blvd.

Education Facilities:
13. Columbus High School, 3434 Discoverer Dr.
14. Columbus Middle School, 2200 26th St.
15. Scotus Central Catholic High School, 1554 18th Ave.
16. Lakeview Jr/Sr High School, 3744 83rd St.
17. Central Community College, 4500 63rd St.

Community Services:
18. Chamber of Commerce/CVB, 753 33rd Ave.
19. Columbus Community Hospital, 4600 38th St.
20. Columbus Library/Art Gallery, 2504 14th St.
21. Columbus Fire Department, 1459 26th Ave.
22. Platte County Courthouse, 2610 14th St.
23. Columbus Police Department, 2419 14th St.
24. U.S. Post Office 1555 24th Ave.
25. Platte County Sheriff, 2610 24th Ave.
26. Water Tower, East Pawnee Park

Activity Centers:
27. Columbus Aquatic Center, 1783 10th Ave.
28. Columbus Family YMCA, 3912 38th St.
29. Columbus Event Center, 3868 63rd Ave. off of U.S. 81
30. U.S. 30 Speedway, 23500 U.S. 30, West of Columbus
31. Disc Golf Course, East Pawnee Park
32. Pawnee Plunge Water Park, West Pawnee Park
33. Center 7 Theatres, 3100 23rd St., U.S. 30
34. Westbrook Lanes, 3156 51st Ave., off of U.S. 81
35. Boulevard Lanes, 1819 Howard Blvd.

Parks/Sports Facilites:
36. Pawnee Park, West and East side of South U.S. Hwy 30/81
37. Memorial Stadium, West Pawnee Park
38. Gerrard Park, 27th St. & 45th Ave.
39. Centennial Park, 5th St. & 8th Ave.
40. Bradshaw Park, 15th St. & 48th Ave.
41. Wilderness Park Soccer Complex, 41st

Recreational Parks:
42. Lake North Park
43. Loup Park/Lake Babcock
44. Powerhouse Park
45. Tailrace Park

Water Venues:
46. Loup Power Canal
47. Lake Babcock Reservoir
48. Lake North
49. Platte River
50. Loup River

Bike/Walking Trails:
51. Bob Lake Trail
52. Two Lakes Trail
53. Pawnee Park Trail
54. Widerness Park Trails
55. Monastery Trail
56. Robert White Trail

Miscellaneous:
57. Platte County Ag Park, 822 15th St.
58. Columbus Loup River Bridge, U.S. 30 & 81
59. Three Arch Viaduct, U.S. 30 & 81
60. Columbus Municipal Airport, 18th Ave. & Bill Babka Dr.
61. Village Centre Mall, 3rd Ave. & 24th St.
62. Frankfort Square Park, 13-14th St. & 26-27th Ave.
63. Statue of the Prairie Pioneer, West Pawnee Park
64. Statue of Liberty Replica, West Pawnee Park
65. St. Michael’s Catholic Church Complex, 309 3rd St. Tarnov
66. Steepleview Golf Course, U.S. Hwy 81, Humphrey
67. Horn T Zoo, 37692 State Hwy 22, Monroe

Campgrounds:
A. Camp Pawnee, 2330 South 16th St.
B. Columbus Ag Park
C. Hwy 81 RV Park, 3 miles NW on U.S. Hwy 81
D. Lake North, 18th Ave & 83rd St.
E. Loup Park, just east of 48th Ave on 83rd St.
F. Powerhouse Park, 3 miles north of U.S. 30 on 3rd Ave.
G. Tailrace Park, 3.5 miles S.E. 9th St. to River Road
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11. Van Berg Park Golf Course, next to West Pawnee Park
12. Boulevard Greens Miniature Golf Course, 1819 Howard Blvd.
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13. Columbus High School, 3434 Discoverer Dr.
14. Columbus Middle School, 2200 26th St.
15. Scotus Central Catholic High School, 1554 18th Ave.
16. Lakeview Jr/Sr High School, 3744 83rd St.
17. Central Community College, 4500 63rd St.

Community Services:
18. Chamber of Commerce/CVB, 753 33rd Ave.
19. Columbus Community Hospital, 4600 38th St.
20. Columbus Library/Art Gallery, 2504 14th St.
21. Columbus Fire Department, 1459 26th Ave.
22. Platte County Courthouse, 2610 14th St.
23. Columbus Police Department, 2419 14th St.
24. U.S. Post Office 1555 24th Ave.
25. Platte County Sheriff, 2610 24th Ave.
26. Water Tower, East Pawnee Park

Activity Centers:
27. Columbus Aquatic Center, 1783 10th Ave.
28. Columbus Family YMCA, 3912 38th St.
29. Columbus Event Center, 3868 63rd Ave. off of U.S. 81
30. U.S. 30 Speedway, 23500 U.S. 30, West of Columbus
31. Disc Golf Course, East Pawnee Park
32. Pawnee Plunge Water Park, West Pawnee Park
33. Center 7 Theatres, 3100 23rd St., U.S. 30
34. Westbrook Lanes, 3156 51st Ave., off of U.S. 81
35. Boulevard Lanes, 1819 Howard Blvd.

Parks/Sports Facilites:
36. Pawnee Park, West and East side of South U.S. Hwy 30/81
37. Memorial Stadium, West Pawnee Park
38. Gerrard Park, 27th St. & 45th Ave.
39. Centennial Park, 5th St. & 8th Ave.
40. Bradshaw Park, 15th St. & 48th Ave.
41. Wilderness Park Soccer Complex, 41st

Recreational Parks:
42. Lake North Park
43. Loup Park/Lake Babcock
44. Powerhouse Park
45. Tailrace Park

Water Venues:
46. Loup Power Canal
47. Lake Babcock Reservoir
48. Lake North
49. Platte River
50. Loup River

Bike/Walking Trails:
51. Bob Lake Trail
52. Two Lakes Trail
53. Pawnee Park Trail
54. Widerness Park Trails
55. Monastery Trail
56. Robert White Trail

Miscellaneous:
57. Platte County Ag Park, 822 15th St.
58. Columbus Loup River Bridge, U.S. 30 & 81
59. Three Arch Viaduct, U.S. 30 & 81
60. Columbus Municipal Airport, 18th Ave. & Bill Babka Dr.
61. Village Centre Mall, 3rd Ave. & 24th St.
62. Frankfort Square Park, 13-14th St. & 26-27th Ave.
63. Statue of the Prairie Pioneer, West Pawnee Park
64. Statue of Liberty Replica, West Pawnee Park
65. St. Michael’s Catholic Church Complex, 309 3rd St. Tarnov
66. Steepleview Golf Course, U.S. Hwy 81, Humphrey
67. Horn T Zoo, 37692 State Hwy 22, Monroe

Campgrounds:
A. Camp Pawnee, 2330 South 16th St.
B. Columbus Ag Park
C. Hwy 81 RV Park, 3 miles NW on U.S. Hwy 81
D. Lake North, 18th Ave & 83rd St.
E. Loup Park, just east of 48th Ave on 83rd St.
F. Powerhouse Park, 3 miles north of U.S. 30 on 3rd Ave.
G. Tailrace Park, 3.5 miles S.E. 9th St. to River Road
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ESCAPE ROOMS
S.T.A.R. ESCAPE ROOMS
2705 13th Street, Suite 300 ��������������������������������������������402-276-4854

Overcome brain-bending puzzles, discover important clues and work 
together to escape the room within the hour� Do you have what it 
takes? There are 3 themed rooms with puzzles to delight your brain 
and just maybe stump your group� Enjoy a fun night out with friends, 
coworkers or family! Book online at www�starescaperooms�com�

GOLF & FOOT GOLF
QUAIL RUN
327 S� 5th Street ��������������������������������������������������������������� 402-564-1313

 www�quailrungolf�com     

Quail Run offers 18 holes of golf, snack bar, driving range, chipping 
green, putting green, professionally stocked golf shop and rental 
clubs� One of the finest golf courses in the Midwest, this Frank Hum-
mel layout is as picturesque as it is challenging� Multiple tees on 
each hole make the course playable for golfers of various skills�

ELKS COUNTRY CLUB
5113 63rd Street ���������������������������������������������������������������402-564-1451

 www�theelkscc�com 

The Elks Country Club is a traditional tree-lined semi-private course 
with some of the best greens in the state� The club has hosted the 
Nebraska Open since 1993, which has become the 2nd largest annual 
golf tournament in Nebraska� The club also offers a driving range, 
chipping and putting green, pool, lounges, full restaurant that is 
open to the public and a pro shop�

VAN BERG PARK GOLF COURSE
3363 8th St� ��������������������������������������������������������������������� 402-564-0761

Built in 1928, this charming 9-hole golf course is just right for a quick 
round of golf� Named after the famous Columbus horseman, Marion 
H� Van Berg, it is located on the west side of Pawnee Park off Hwy� 
30 and 81� Van Berg also offers a putting green, golf shop essentials, 
refreshments and snacks� Also try out the 9-hole Foot Golf Course�

STEEPLEVIEW GOLF COURSE
US Hwy� 81, Humphrey ����������������������������������������������������� 402-923-1914

 www�steepleviewgolf�com

Located just off the Pan American Highway (US 81), this 9-hole 
course is 25 minutes north of Columbus� Also available are a driving 
range and clubhouse offering snacks and beverages�

BOULEVARD GREENS MINIATURE GOLF COURSE
1819 Howard Boulevard ��������������������������������������������������402-564-8022

This is a family fun favorite� Located adjacent to Boulevard Lanes,  
the Miniature Golf Course is open during the summer�

BIKE & WALKING TRAILS 
BOB LAKE TRAIL
1�3 miles long | 9-ft� wide | crushed limestone
Lake Babcock/Lake North

For biking, walking and jogging, the 
Bob Lake Trail follows the southwest 
perimeter of Lake Babcock�  A trail-
head is located at the junction of 
Bob Lake Trail and the Robert White 
Trail which is across the street from 
the east entrance of Central Com-
munity College� Free parking is avail-
able at the east and west trailheads�

DISCOVERER TRAIL
1�1 miles long | 10-ft� long | Concrete

This trail runs from Lake Esther 
south along 41st Avenue to 38th 
Street, then east along the north side of 38th Street to 33rd Avenue� 
It continues north on the west side of 33rd Avenue, past Columbus 
High School, toward Lost Creek Parkway where it will connect to Lost 
Creek Trail� Portions of this trail are under construction�

MONASTERY TRAIL
1�5 miles long | 10 ft� wide | concrete
18th Avenue

The Monastery Trail runs parallel to 18th Avenue and connects  
the Wilderness Park Trail with the Robert White Trail�

EXPLORECOLUMBUS // FAMILYFUN

&
Call to Reserve Your Tee Time! 402-564-1313
327 S. 5th Street • Columbus, NE 68601

Open to the Public
One of the “Top Ranked” Golf Courses

in Nebraska!

• 6 Sets of Tees For Any Level of
Expertise

• Corporate or Group Outings
• Fundraising Opportunities

• Men’s & Women’s Golf Leagues
• Snack Bar & Grill
• Affordable Rates

Experience the Quail Run difference.
Built on the Loup River and carved through large cottonwood trees,
this 7,024-yard Frank Hummel design is not your average muni. With
6 sets of tee boxes, Quail Run is a challenge to golfers of any skill level.
A true shot-maker’s paradise! Call today and experience championship
golf at a reasonable rate.
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Spring migration on Lake North

visitcolumbusne.com

Our Gift Shop Features:

Same Day Mail Out Service and Free Delivery on Prescriptions

• Dept. 56

• Holiday Decor

• Home Decor

• Precious Moments

• Terry Redlin Plates

• Vera Bradley Bags

• Hallmark

• Willow Tree

TOOLEY DRUG
Tooley Drug & Home Care
2615- 13th Street
Columbus, NE 68601
402-564-7205

Clinic Pharmacy
4306 – 38th Street
Columbus, NE 68601
402-562-8627

Tooley Drug Osceola
415 Hawkeye St.
Osceola, NE 68651
402-747-8994

Kay’s Place for
Massage Therapy

1559 23 Avenue
Columbus,NE 68601
402-563-2106

Monday - Thursday
7:00AM - 7:00PM

Friday & Saturday
(every other week)
7:00AM - 4:00PM

Call us
to schedule

your appointment!!

Massage Therapy, Positional Release,
Trigger Point Therapy, Reiki, Biomat,
CranioSacral Therapy, Ear Candling,

Kinesio Tape, and Infrared Sauna
are available services.

825 23rd St. • Columbus, NE 68601
402-562-6499
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PAWNEE PARK TRAIL
2.0 miles long | 10-ft. wide | concrete | Pawnee Park

This trail invites all ages to walk, jog bike and rollerblade along the winding 
path through the beautiful Pawnee Park along the Loup River.

ROBERT WHITE TRAIL
1.5 miles long | 9-ft. wide | crushed limestone | Lake Babcock/Lake North 

Great for biking, walking and jogging, the Robert White Trail follows the 
southern perimeter of Lake Babcock from the Bob Lake Trail to 18th 
Avenue. There is free parking at the east and west end of the trail.

SUNSET TRAIL
1.3 miles long | 10-ft. wide | concrete

This trail loops around Lake Ester east of Columbus Community 
Hospital and west of Columbus Wellness Center. Sunset Trail connects to 
Discoverer Trail.

TWO LAKES TRAIL
1.3 miles long | 8 ft. wide | concrete | Lake Babcock/Lake North

This trail entertains recreational opportunities for bike riders, run-
ners, walkers, rollerbladers, nature enthusiasts, bird watchers and 
wheelchairs. The scenic trail runs along the north side of two lakes 
(Lake North and Lake Babcock) and winds through the tree lined Lake 
North Park, Loup Park and a wildlife refuge along 83rd Street be-
tween 18th Avenue and 48th Avenue.

WILDERNESS PARK TRAIL
1.5 miles long | 10 ft. wide | concrete | Wilderness Park Soccer Complex

All ages can walk, jog, bike and rollerblade on the trail around the 
perimeter of the Wilderness Park Soccer Complex. The Wilderness 
Park Trail connects with the Monastery Trail.

FITNESS/WELLNESS
COLUMBUS FAMILY YMCA
3912 38th St ...................................................................... 402-564-9477
 www.columbusy.org

Full facility YMCA: gymnasiums, wellness equipment, group exercise 
studios, walking track, swimming pool, warm water pool, whirlpool, 
saunas and steam rooms, separate youth and adult locker rooms, youth 
activity room. Programs and services for all ages - youth to senior 
citizens. 

RACING
LIVE THOROUGHBRED RACES
Agricultural Park
822 15th St., Columbus ......................................................402-564-0133
 www.columbushorseracing.org | www.agpark.com

Horse racing fans enjoy live weekend thoroughbred racing in 
Columbus from August through Labor Day. This 5/8 mile track is just 6 
blocks south of US Highway 30. The facilities, owned and operated by 
the Platte County Agricultural Society, include an open-air grandstand 
with a seating capacity of 3500. Live racing runs on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. 
SIMULCAST THOROUGHBRED RACING
Agricultural Park
822 15th St., Columbus ......................................................402-564-0133
 www.agpark.com

Agricultural Park hosts simulcasting throughout the year. Race fans can 
enjoy racing from around the country in the Fair Park Grille. The facility 
has food and beverage service, complete satellite links, strategically 
placed monitors, and pari-mutuel tellers.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS // FAMILYFUN

Free Hot Breakfast
Free Business Center

Fitness Center
Clean Rooms

Flat Screen TVs
Refrigerators & Microwaves in All Rooms

Whirlpool Tub Suites

303 23rd St. Columbus, NE
402-562-5200

Free Hot Breakfast
Free Business Center

Fitness Center
Clean Rooms

Great Customer Service

SERVING COLUMBUS SINCE 1963

COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

BEHLEN BUILDING SYSTEMS

BEHLEN BUILDINGS

INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS

CRANE SERVICE

EXCAVATING

CONCRETE

LOCAL. EXPERIENCED. COMMITTED.

2154 E. 32ND AVE.
COLUMBUS, NE 68601

402-564-1225
WWW.BDCONSTRUCTIONINC.COM
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
AREAS
Open to the public for fishing and hunting in 
season with a particularly good habitat for 
pheasants, quail and dove. The areas also 
support an abundance of native plants and 
flowers with excellent opportunities for bird 
watching, hiking and enjoying nature. For more 
information, contact Game & Parks District 
Office, Norfolk, 402-370-3374

www.outdoornebraska.gov

FLATWATER LANDING WMA
5.5 Acres located 1 mile south of Columbus on 
Hwy. 81, east and north of the Platte River Bridge. 
Species to hunt: dove and rabbit. Use of rifles or 
handguns prohibited.

LOOKING GLASS CREEK WMA
67 Acres located 1 mile south of Monroe. Species to 
hunt: deer, dove, rabbit, and squirrel. Use of rifles 
or handguns prohibited.

WILKINSON WMA
939 Acres, 300 Acres are restored wetlands located 
5 miles west and 1 mile north of Columbus. Spe-
cies to hunt: dove, pheasant, rabbit and waterfowl. 
Nontoxic shot.

ZOO
HORN T ZOO
37692 State Hwy 22, Monroe ...............402-276-0435

The Horn T Zoo is a fam-
ily run zoo one block 
west of Monroe on High-
way 22. Stop in, take a 
look and get up close to 
exotic animals from all 
around the world. There 
are animals for kids to 
pet, a gift shop & party room available. Open week-
ends June through October. Admission fee.

 U.S. 30 SPEEDWAY
3 Miles West of Columbus  
on Hwy. 30 ............. 402-910-1632

A 1/3 mile clay track offers Stock 
Car Racing on Thursday nights 
April through September.

SKATING
COLUMBUS EVENT CENTER
3868 63rd Avenue 402-562-5663
 www.columbuseventcenter.com

 � Every Friday night is “Kids 
Night” from 7 p.m.-11 p.m.

 � “Family Skate Night” is Satur-
day night from 5 p.m.-10 p.m. 

 � Also home to birthday parties, 
roller hockey, indoor soccer, 
dodgeball leagues, skate shop, 
arcade games and more! 

SWIMMING
COLUMBUS AQUATIC CENTER
1783 10th Ave .........402-563-3222

One of the finest indoor pools in 
Nebraska. This pool has 8 swim 
lanes, separate shallow area for 
the youngsters, low diving board, 
a double flume slide, and slide 
for small children. Call for public 
swimming hours.

PAWNEE PLUNGE WATER PARK
Pawnee Park ......... 402-562-4269

See Page 12 for more information.

THEATRE
CENTER 7 THEATRES
30 Center Mall, 
3100 23rd Street ...402-562-8900

www.cectheatres.com

Features 7 theatres showing 
the most current movies of the 
industry.  Theatre amenities 
include:  ATM, Digital Sound, 
Handicap Accessible and Hear-
ing Assisted Listening Devices.  
For current movie listings call 
the movie hotline.

PLATTE VALLEY  
PLAYHOUSE ........402-564-STAR 

www.pvphcolumbus.org

The Platte Valley Playhouse is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to bringing theater productions 
to Columbus. The season consists 
of three main stage productions. 
Productions are held at Central 
Community College – Columbus, 
Fine Arts Center.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS // FAMILYFUN



HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 13TH & 14TH STREET
Visit historic downtown Columbus to see one of Nebraska’s largest 

continuous use business districts. Note the dates on the buildings. A 
total of 100 buildings constructed between the late 1800’s and the mid 
1900’s make up this 31.43 acre historic district.

COLUMBUS ART GALLERY & GIFT SHOP
Columbus Public Library ........................2504 14th Street, 402-563-1016

www.discoverthearts.org

Located in the lower level of the Columbus Public Library, the 
Columbus Art Gallery offers new exhibits monthly featuring work by 
both regional and nationally known artists. A division of the Columbus 
Area Arts Council, the gallery also offers unique, one of a kind items 
produced by artists in its Gift Shop. Tours by appointment. 

COLUMBUS LOUP RIVER BRIDGE
Highways 30 & 81 South

The Columbus Loup River Bridge spans the Loup River south 
of Columbus. The Rigid-Connected Parker Through Truss Bridge 
(also referred to as an overhead truss bridge) was started in 1932, 
completed in 1933, and is of major importance to both U.S. Highway 
30 and U.S. Highway 81. It was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1992.

“DISCOVERING THE COLORFUL  
HISTORY OF COLUMBUS” MURAL
Corner of 13th Street & 26th Avenue 

This mural was done to commemorate Columbus’ sesquicentennial 
celebration in 2006 and the city’s history.  The mural reveals 
important moments in the city’s development by peeling through eight 
layers of time from 2006 to its founding on May 28, 1856.  The mural 
was painted by David Reiser and made possible by private donations.

EVANS HOUSE
2204 14th Street ................................................................ 402-606-4096

In 1886, Dr. Carroll Dandola Evans, one of Columbus’ early 
physicians, married Lorena Rose North, niece of Major Frank and 
Luther North. The construction of their 28-room home began in 1908 
and was completed in 1911. The house blends Renaissance, Greek and 
Spanish Colonial styles. The North brothers, ranching partners with 
Buffalo Bill, were said to have entertained Cody at the Evans home. 
It was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1991. The 
Evans House has recently been restored to its original elegance and 
currently houses professional offices and is available for receptions 
and private parties. Tours by appointment only.

GLUR’S TAVERN
2301 11th Street ...................................................................402-564-8615

Built in 1876, Glur’s is the oldest continuously operated tavern west 
of the Missouri River. The establishment offers food and beverage 
and was visited on several occasions by Buffalo Bill while he was in 
Columbus rehearsing his Wild West Show. It was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1975.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS // PLACESTOSEE

TO SEE
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PLATTE COUNTY  
COURTHOUSE
2610 14th Street

A full-height porch with clas-
sical columns, symmetrical fa-
cade, balustrade, pediments and 
ornate cornices characterizes 
the Neo-Classical Revival style, 
used in the design of the Platte 
County Courthouse. The names 
of the 13 founders of Columbus 
are carved in stone around the 
top of the building. Construction 
began in the Courthouse in 1920 
and was completed in 1922. It 
was listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places in 1990.

1857 GOTTSCHALK CABIN
2916 16th Street (Platte County Museum)

Frederick Gottschalk was one of the original 16 founders of the 
community of Columbus. Although it was not the first home built 
in Columbus, this 1857 cabin was one of the earliest, largest and 
farthest north of the Loup River. The 22 by 16-foot cabin was built 
with massive cottonwood logs found on the banks of the nearby 
rivers. After withstanding the elements for over 140 years, the 
cabin was donated to the Platte County Historical Society and is 
now enclosed in a specially constructed museum addition. Many of 
the original furnishings are found still inside the cabin.
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Edward Discoe, MD

Jeffrey Gotschall, MD

Miranda Beran, PA-C

Luke Lemke, MD

Craig Pekny, MD

Kay Wieser, FNP-BC

It’s time for a bank
that’s big enough to help you and
small enough to know you.

3423 21st Street • Westgate Shopping Center • Columbus, NE 68601
(402) 564-6077 • Toll Free: (844) 435-5323 • Fax: (402) 835-5325

P.O. Box 210 • 140 Main • Petersburg, NE 68652
(402) 386-5297 • Toll Free: (800) 682-0073 • Fax: (402) 386-5296

P.O. Box 836 • 1100 E. Douglas Street • O’Neill, NE 68763
(402) 336-1474 • Toll Free: (877) 336-1474 • Fax: (402) 336-1372

15858 W. Dodge Rd., Suite 100 • Millennium Plaza • Omaha, NE 68118-2533
P: (402) 575-9774 • F: (402) 575-9879 • Toll Free: (888) 575-9774

www.gpsbanks.com



THE QUINCENTENARY BELLTOWER
Pawnee Park

The Quincentenary Belltower was officially 
dedicated on April 25, 1992. The belltower was 
conceived as a lasting monument to the com-
munity’s celebration of the Quincentenary, the 
500th anniversary of Columbus’ first voyage 
to the New World. The project was made pos-
sible by the donation of ten church bells from 
the collection of Leonard Fleischer. Each of 
the bells has area historical significance and a 
plaque near each tower tells of that bell’s his-
tory. The bells toll every 15 minutes.

THE ANDREW JACKSON HIGGINS  
NATIONAL MEMORIAL
A.J. Higgins Rd. ...................... West Pawnee Park

See page 11 for more information. 

PLATTE COUNTY MUSEUM
2916 16th St. ..................................402-564-1856
 www.megavision.net/museum

Operated by the Platte County Historical 
Society, the museum is housed in three build-
ings, one of which is an original ward school 
built in 1912. 

Exhibits include Native American artifacts, 
an authentic turn-of-the-century schoolroom 
and barbershop, rooms of Victorian clothing, 
furnishings, and heirlooms, military memora-
bilia complimenting the Andrew Jackson Hig-
gins National Memorial, the 1857 Gottschalk log 
cabin, a 1913 Indian motorcycle, a 1914 Chev-
rolet Baby Grand Touring car, and displays cre-
ated by each community in Platte County.  The 
museum is open Monday — Friday 8:30 a.m. 
— 1:30 p.m. year round; Saturday and Sunday 
from 1-4 p.m. May — September. Admission 
fee. For tours, call 402-564-1856 or email mu-
seum@megavision.com

ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC  
CHURCH COMPLEX
2 miles west of Hwy. 81, Tarnov 
402-920-1785 or 402-246-4807

Visit this 8.4 acre complex tracing its begin-
ning to 1880 built by immigrants from the 
province of Galicia, Poland. You will find a 
church built in 1900 for $17,000 which houses 
items for the 1880 church, a boarding school 
– now a museum – built in 1910/1911. Get the 
feel of what life in a boarding school was like 
and walk the halls of this school building and 
explore the rooms now filled with artifacts of 
bygone days some dating back to 1880. Check 
out the refurbished brick outhouse. The former 
rectory is now the Michael House, a completely 
furnished rental available for a day, weekend or 
week built in Gothic Revival Architecture. You 
will also find an Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto, a 
brick chicken house and the cemetery plotted 
in 1880. 

In 1990, the complex was placed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. The museum 
is open the first Sunday of May - Oct. from 1 
to 5 p.m. Private tours by appointment with a 
meal by arrangement. 

HISTORICAL MARKERS
PAWNEE PARK
U.S. Highways 30 & 81

 � The Villasur Expedition of 1720: The ear-
liest record of explorers in Platte County.

 � Statue of the Prairie Pioneer: Marks 
the North Branch Oregon Trail. The Platte 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution dedicated this marker in 1927.

 � Ferry Rock: Marks the site of the first Loup 
River Ferry built to serve Columbus.

 � Spanish-American War Veterans Memo-
rial: Dedicated to all veterans who served 
in the Spanish-American War and the con-
flict in the Philippines.

 � Veterans of All Wars Memorial: Dedi-
cated by Hartman Post No. 84 and Auxil-
iary American Legion.

 � Statue of Liberty Replica: Commemo-
rates the 40th Anniversary of the Boys 
Scouts of America’s crusade to strengthen 
the arm of liberty.

 � Quincentenary Belltower: Commemo-
rates the 500th Anniversary of Columbus’ 
voyage.

 � Quincentenary Plaque: Identifies donors 
to the Belltower Project. Dedicated by the 
Woodmen of the World Lodge 702 in Co-
lumbus.

 � Andrew Jackson Higgins National 
Memorial: A marker to the right of the 
Memorial displays a biography of Andrew 
Jackson Higgins, highlighting his outstand-
ing accomplishments and contributions to 
both his community and the nation.

764 33RD AVENUE
 � The North Brothers: Dedicated to Frank 
& Luther North, highly revered as leaders 
of the Pawnee Scouts. The North Broth-
ers later became ranching partners with 
Buffalo Bill and were members of his Wild 
West Show.

FRANKFORT SQUARE -  
DOWNTOWN COLUMBUS

 �  Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Memorial: Dedicated to those from Platte 
County who served in the Union Army 
during the American Civil War.

 � Jaycees 50th Anniversary Time Capsule 
and Sundial: Commemorates the organi-
zation’s Golden Anniversary.

BUFFALO SQUARE -  
6TH ST. & 15TH AVE.

 � First Home in Columbus Plaque: This 
plaque commemorates the location of the 
first home built in Columbus. The cabin 
was moved to Pawnee Park and later lost 
to fire.

COLUMBUS
 � Frank Zybach - 2120 28th St.: Honors 
Frank Zybach who invented the center 
pivot system.

 � Agricultural Park: Dedicated to the many 
benefactors who, due to their generosity, 
enabled the dreams of several residents to 
become reality on June 3, 1941 when Platte 
County Agricultural Society was formed.

 � Columbus Powerhouse - 3rd Ave. North 
of Columbus: Marks the location of one of 
Nebraska’s largest hydroelectric generat-
ing plants which is operated by Loup Public 
Power District.

RURAL PLATTE COUNTY
 �  Camp Platte - 175th Ave. & 325th St., 

North of Columbus: Marks the site of a 
CCC camp for veterans in the 1930’s.

 �  West Hill Community - (460th Ave. & 
325th St., North of Genoa): Marks sites of 
the West Hill Community & Cemetery.

 �  Alfred Maximilian Gruenther - 315 4th 
St., Platte Center: Honors Alfred Maximil-
ian Gruenther, honored military veteran 
born in Platte Center.

 �  Granville Cemetery - 445th St. & 325th 
Ave., SW of Humphrey: Marks the location 
of Granville Cemetery.

 �  Duncan - Main St. Duncan: Commemo-
rates the history of the town of Duncan.

EXPLORECOLUMBUS // PLACESTOSEE

Statue at the Higgins Memorial in Pawnee Park
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AIRCRAFT CHARTER, RENTAL & LEASING
AVCRAFT
2851 - 14th Avenue, Columbus ������������������������������������������� 402-564-7884
COLUMBUS AIRCRAFT INC.
2771 - 14th Avenue, Columbus �������������������������������������������� 402-563-9101

AIRPORTS
CENTRAL NEBRASKA REGIONAL AIRPORT
3579 Sky Park Road����308-385-5170 ���������������� www�flygrandisland�com
COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
2765 - 14th Avenue, Columbus �������������������������������������������� 402-564-7377
EPPLEY AIRFIELD
4501 Abbott Dr�, Suite 2300, Omaha ���������������������������������� 402-661-8017
 www�eppleyairfield�com
LINCOLN AIRPORT
2400 W� Adams Street, Lincoln ������������������������������������������ 402-458-2480
 www�lincolnairport�com

TAXI SERVICE
CHECKER CAB COMPANY ����������������������������������������������� 866-644-3081

AUTO RENTALS
COLUMBUS AUTO MART
2817 - 13th Street, Columbus ��������������������������������������������� 402-564-4952
ENTERPRISE RENT-A-CAR
2002 - 23rd Street, Columbus �����������������402-564-0022/1-800-736-8222
PERFORMANCE RENT-A-CAR
2119 - 13th Street, Columbus��������������������402-563-1937/1-800-860-8243

Transportation
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Easter Egg Hunt age 2 through 5 beginning at 1:00 pm on the Saturday
of Palm Sunday weekend - come early for photo with the Easter Bunny.
Hunt for treats and coupons to win a “LARGE” Bunnies.

Lawn Chairs on the Square bring your lawn chair to Frankfort Square
on Thursday evenings June - August. You’ll enjoy live entertainment starting
at 7 pm. DBA concession trailer offering funnel cakes and a variety of treats.

Downtown Trick or Treat Thursday before Halloween. 4:00 to 6:00 pm

Holiday Tree Lighting in the Square 6:00 pm on the Third Thursday
in November, Tree Lighting ceremony at 6pm with fun things in the Square.

Decorations & Banners, Christmas Wreaths, Lamp Post Banners, &
Christmas Trees / lights in Frankfort Square purchased & maintained by
Columbus Downtown Business Association, LLC

Downtown is home for the “biggest annual block party” during Columbus Days in August!

Nebraska
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3220 17th St., Columbus

Locally owned since 1977.
Nationally Supported.

Invest in Your Future
with Home Improvement from Window World

Put Your personality into Your Home
with help from Window World

402-564-8290

Windows
Siding
Doors

Call Today For A FREE In-Home Consultation!

Siding Doors Windows

Learn How We Help Our Students Excel By Visiting www.lakeview.esu7.org

Our Mission….
We strive to build a strong academic foundation with educational

opportunities that develop character and the mindset needed for all students
to be successful members of their community.

Outstanding Academic Reputation
24+ Activities and Athletic Programs Offered

• Lakeview Conquest Program • STEM Program
• Dual Credit Courses

• Internship Programs Available • 97.1% Graduate Rate

Building a Strong Foundation

1-800-852-7313 • 402-564-8033
3811 17th Street, Columbus, NE

www.columbusmonumentco.com
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2424 - 14th Street    PO Box 1677    Columbus, NE 68602-1677

Doug Kluth, Director

www.playandstaycolumbus.com

The Columbus Area Sports & Activities Council

is dedicated to promoting the Columbus area as

one of the region's premier destinations 

for sports and entertainment.

Our goal is to keep a full calendar of events by

bidding, attracting and hosting sporting events & activities.

402-562-4234
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Sock Pond

402.564.1234
www.colbank.com

Customer focused, Community minded
Locally owned

National Historic Site

Lunch
Served daiLy

2301 11th St.
402-564-8615

Laser & Inkjet Cartridges
Stationery & Supplies

2313 13th St, Columbus
402-564-1309

www.officenetusa.com

Brother Equipment -
Sales/Service

Copiers and Printers

3000 39th Avenue,Columbus • 402-563-4213 • www.pvrc.net

Prairie Village Retirement Center is a not-for-profit retirement center sponsored
by the Nebraska Presbyterian Foundation.We provide residents with a lifestyle

of freedom,dignity, independence and security in a financially responsible and
caring way based on a foundation of Christian love.Our beautiful facility and
spacious grounds, along with our friendly,well-trained staff, provide a home that
allows you the independence, security and peace of mind.You will find that

Prairie Village Retirement Center feels “just like home”.
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America’s Best  
Value Inn

3803 23rd Street
402-564-9955  39 28 1 2 √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Whirlpool Suite, Free High Speed Wire-
less Internet

Columbus Inn 371 33rd Ave.
402-564-2527  44 36 2 2 √ √ √ √ √ Free High Speed Internet, Iron, Hair 

Dryer, Truck Parking, Guest Laundry

Cottonwood Inn 1720 23rd Street
402-564-2729  13 13 0 0 √ √ √ √ √ Free High Speed Internet

Days Inn & Suites
1716 E. 23rd St.
402-564-1266
www.daysinn.com

 70 70 24 3 √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Full Kitchens, Free High Speed Wireless 
Internet, Fitness Center, Iron, Hair 
Dryer, Laundry Services, Plugins

Holiday Inn Express  
Hotel & Suites

524 E. 23rd St. E. Hwy. 30 
402-564-2566
www.younes.com

 90 88 19 4 √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Free High Speed Wireless Internet, Fitness 
Center, Whirlpool, Award Winning Motel. 
Comp. Evening Reception, Mon.-Thurs.

Ramada Columbus  
& Rivers Edge  
Convention Center

265 33rd Ave.
402-564-1492
www.riversedgecolumbus.com  140 140 2 7 √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

 
√

Free High Speed Wireless Internet, 
Fitness Center, Comp. Evening 
Reception, Mon.-Thurs., Award Winning 
Hotel “Best of the Best” Award

Sleep Inn & Suites  
by Choice Hotels

303 23rd St. E. Hwy. 30
402-562-5200
www.sleepinncolumbus.com

 95 95 12 4 √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Free High Speed Internet, Laundry, 
Fitness Center, Truck Parking

Sundown Motel 3220 8th St.
402-564-2729  22 9 2 0 √ √ √ √ √ Truck Parking, Plug-Ins, All Ground 

Level Rooms

Super 8 Motel
3324 20th St.
402-563-3456
www.super8.com

 63 47 1 1 √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Free High Speed Internet, Plug Ins, 
Truck Parking, Guest Laundry

Victorian Inn
3919 23rd St.
402-562-7595
www.victorianinncolumbus.com

 36 30 4 2 √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Free High Speed Internet, 
Iron, Hair Dryer, Guest Laundry  
Services

Midway Motel
26560 State  
Hwy 81, Humphrey
402-923-0522

 13 9 0 0 √ √ √ √
All Ground Level Rooms, Bus Parking, 
Plug-Ins

The Wild Plum  
Beyond Bed &  
Breakfast

30429 – 257 Ave
Platte Center NE 68653
402-246-9248
thewildplumbnb@gmail.com
www.wildplumbnb.com

 5 5 1 √ √ √ √

Major Credit Cards

Total Rooms

Non-sm
oking rooms

Suites
Handicap rooms

Meeting facilit
ies

Pool
Lounge

Restaurant

Pets a
llowed

Cable
Free local ca

lls

Comp. breakfast

Book online

Micro
wave, re

frig
erator

Other amenities/servicesNearby re
staurantsHOTELS&MOTELS

BED&BREAKFAST

*7 day stay limit within a 30-day period  |  **E = Electricity     W = Water     S = Sewer  |  ***F = Flush toilets     P = Pit toilets     S = Showers

Camp Pawnee
2330 S. 16th Street | 10 trailers

402-363-8035 | camppawnee@yahoo.com May 1 - 
Nov. 1

E, W, S √ F, P √

Hwy 81 RV Park
23817-242nd Ave. | Pull-through, level spaces with full hookups | 22 trailers

402-564-2691 Apr. 1 - 
Nov. 1

E, W, S √

Lake North*
4 mi. N at US Hwy. 30 & 18th Ave. | 100 tents, 25 trailers 

402-562-5709 or 402-564-3171 | www.loup.com May 1 - 
Nov. 1

E, W √ P

Loup Park*
4 mi. N at US Hwy. 30 & 18th Ave., 1½ mi. W. | 120 tents, 30 trailers 

402-562-5709 or 402-564-3171 | www.loup.com May 1 - 
Nov. 1

E, W √ P

Powerhouse Park*
1.5 mi. N at US Hwy. 30 & 3rd Ave. | 20 tents, 6 trailers

402-562-5709 or 402-564-3171 | www.loup.com Year- 
round √ P

Tailrace Park*
3½ mi. E on 8th St., 1½ mi. S. | 30 tents

402-562-5709 or 402-564-3171 | www.loup.com Year- 
round √ P

Maple Creek Recreation Area
Hwy 91 at Leigh | 10 tents, 50 RV camping sites

402-371-7313  
www.lenrd.org/maple-creek-recreation-area

Year- 
round

E, W √ F, S √

Availability RV  
amenities**

Tent  
camping

Rest  
facilities***

Admission 
feesCAMPGROUNDS



“A road across the United States, Let’s 
build it before we’re too old to enjoy it.” 

— Carl G. Fischer

C arl G. Fischer had a vision. A highway that would 
span 3,380 miles from New York to San Francisco 
through centers of population and points of scenic 
and historic interest. 

From that vision came the birth 
of “The Lincoln Highway”. It was 
to be a highway of the people, by 
the people and for the people.

On October 31, 1913, the Lin-
coln Highway was dedicated as 
the fi rst coast-to-coast road. 
The route spanned the State of 
Nebraska and included Platte 
County. When traveling from 
east to west, the original Lincoln 
Highway entered Platte County 
in the southeast corner and zig-
zagged through Platte County 
and Columbus. It continued west 
through Duncan and exited the southwest corner of the county.

Hotels, car garages, campgrounds, service and gas stations 
were erected to accommodate the increased visitor travel. Some 
of those buildings still exist along 13th Street today. To welcome 
visitors to Columbus the famous Lincoln Highway arches were 
dedicated in 1940. These arches were located at 23rd Street and 
23rd Avenue, and on 33rd Avenue.

In the mid 1920’s the Lincoln Highway was renamed U.S. 
Highway 30. Over the years the route was changed to better 
accommodate the increased tra�  c and improved roads. Today 
parts of U.S. Highway 30 travel along the same route through 
Platte County as the original highway did in 1913.Campground at the Junction of Lincoln & Meridian Highways

Oregon Trail Monument

MAINSTREET ACROSS NEBRASKA!
www.lincolnhighwaynebraskabyway.com
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GOTTBERG AUTO COMPANY - COLUMBUS
(currently known as Dusters/Gottberg Brew Pub)

28th Ave. & 13th St.
The building was built in 1920, as a Ford assembly plant, 

garage and dealership by Max Gottberg.  The building was 
built for $65,000 and sold Fords from it until 1944.  Look up 
to see the concrete antique car ornaments along the top of 
the outside walls.

EVANS HOTEL – COLUMBUS 
(currently named Park Plaza) 

27th Ave. & 13th St.
This large building is the original Evans Hotel constructed 

in 1913.  The name is still on the capstone and it stills appears 
much like it did in the 1924 Lincoln Highway Road Guide.

LINCOLN HIGHWAY GARAGE – COLUMBUS
23rd Ave. & 13th St.
In 1915, as a result of the incorporation of the Lincoln High-

way Garage Association, this service station garage was built. 
By 1930, this garage was sold to Ed M. Nielsen and operated 
under that surname for 74 years.

GLUR’S TAVERN – COLUMBUS
23rd Ave. & 11th St.
Glur’s Tavern was established in 1876 and is the oldest 

continuously operated tavern west of the Missouri River.

LINCOLN HIGHWAY MARKER - REPLICA
33rd Ave. & 7th St.
This replica of an original Lincoln Highway marker was 

erected in 2013 in recognition of the 100th Anniversary of 
the Lincoln Highway.

CHECK OUT THESE POINTS 
OF INTEREST: (TRAVELING 
WEST TO EAST)
THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY GARDINER STATION 
SECTION – RURAL PLATTE COUNTY, 115TH ST. 
(BETWEEN DUNCAN & SILVER CREEK) 

This 1.2-mile Gardiner Station section of the original Lincoln 
Highway and the Pratt pony-truss bridge spanning  Prairie Creek 
were in use from 1913 to 1928. The original highway section and 
bridge are listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

AVENUE OF TREES & LINCOLN 
HIGHWAY MARKERS – DUNCAN

The Avenue of Trees is located north of the railroad tracks on 
the west side of the main entrance into Duncan.   
A Lincoln Highway marker, in its original position since 1928, 
sets on the southeast corner of Main Avenue & North Boulevard, 
east of the Avenue of Trees.  The other marker is located on the 
corner of Main  Avenue & 9th Street.

Lincoln Highway bridge over the Loup River

Avenue of Trees
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1C
2200 – 28th Ave. .... 402-835-5511

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
32392 – 122 Ave.   ... 402-563-1314

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1573 – 25 Ave.  ....... 402-564-7229

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
4400 – 33 St.  ....... 402-564-6896

COLUMBUS BEREAN CHURCH
3027 – 38 St.  .......  402-562-5647

CONNECTION CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
3205 – 12 St.  ........  402-942-3484

DISCOVER HOPE 
INTERNATIONAL
3100 – 23rd St.  .....  402-276-3691

EVERLASTING LOVE CHURCH
4714 – 27 St.  ........ 402-564-0342

FEDERATED CHURCH
Presbyterian (USA) & United 
Church of Christ
2704 – 15 St.  .........  402-564-2812

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
3210 – 30 St.  ........  402-564-4279

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
2710 – 14 St.  ........ 402-564-8463

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2053 – 23 Ave.  ...... 402-564-0116

HIGHLAND PARK CHURCH
4115 – 38 St.  ........  402-564-5853

IGLESIA DEL EVANGELIO EMANUEL
2207 - 11th St. ......  402-564-6529

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - LCMS
1470 – 24 Ave.  ..... 402-564-0502

 JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
4726 – 27 St.  ......... 402-564-4141

NORTH PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
2764 – 45 Ave.  ...... 402-563-4223

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH – 
MISSOURI SYNOD
2720 – 28 St. .........  402-564-8311

ST. ANTHONY CHURCH
562 – 17 Ave.  .........  402-564-3313

ST. BONAVENTURE CHURCH
1565 – 18 Ave.  ........ 402-564-7151

EXPLORECOLUMBUS

ST. ISIDORE CHURCH
3921 – 20 St.  ........  402-564-8993

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - ELCA
10785 – 280 St.  ...  402-564-8707

ST. LUKE’S UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
1072 – 21 Ave.  ...... 402-564-8862

SEVENTH DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH
3026 – 38 St.  .......  402-563-3280

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LCMC
2200 – 25 St.  .......  402-564-8547

VICTORY CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
2665 – 14 Ave. E  .. 402-564-6403

WORD OF LIFE CHURCH
OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
3701 – 23 St..  .......  402-564-6262

EXPLORECOLUMBUS

CHURCHESCHURCHES

“Quality Education In A Loving Christian Atmosphere”
Preschool - 8th Grade

Immanuel Lutheran School • Grades K-8
2865 26th Ave. 564-8423

Immanuel Lutheran
Preschool & Daycare • Ages 3-12

2965 26th Ave 564-7407 • www.ilscolumbus.org
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Columbus, NE
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If It Squeaks, Moans, or Groans... We Can Fix It
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BD Columbus East
Manufactures glass syringes in various sizes

for the pharmaceutical industry

BD ColumbusWest
Manufactures cannula, large plastic syringes,
pre-filled syringes and safety needle products

To learn about a career with BD in Columbus, please visit www.jobs.bd.com/Nebraska

Behlen is proud of our strong
heritage in Columbus - the city

of Power and Progress. Through-
out our company’s 80 year history,

our diversity has allowed us to keep
growing and competing in a global

economy. Behlen Partners in Progress
(employees) celebrate our great heritage

and look forward to a bright future together.

•Behlen Country
•Behlen Building Systems

•Behlen Grain Systems

•Behlen Technology & Mfg.
•Custom Fabrication
•Behlen Joiners

•BMC Transportation
•Hilton International Industries




